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The Minutes of the Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday January 17th 2012 in Lea Village Hall.    Commencing at 19:30 hours.
  001/12: Present: Cllrs. J M Cull;   (In the Chair), S Avent; A W Barnes J Crockett; A P Fuller; S Hills and N T Maidment;  
          In attendance:  Cllr T R Sturgis.
002/12:  Apologies: 
           Cllr B E Gore.  (Family Funeral).   PC Steve Humphries.
   003/12: Declarations of Interest: Cllr Crockett declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda item 8 iii) 
                 Cllr Cull and Cllr S Hills declared a prejudicial interest in Agenda item 8 iv)
   004/12: Public Questions: None.

     005/12: Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday November 15th 2011 (Folio’s 782 - 778); having been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.  

   006/12: Action Points:
         167/11: Parish Shed.   No further information at this time.

             169/11: b) Lea village website:  Doug Hall had restored the link between both village websites

 007/12: Correspondence:

      MAB: Minutes of Area Board Meeting.  November 9th.   Wiltshire Council web site 

        WC:   CAN for end November 2011.

                Chippenham TC:  TIC moving into Chippenham High Street.

                       WC: Budgetary Meetings Various locations Inc Chippenham Monday Jan 30th Neeld Hall.    07:00 p.m. start

                       Malmesbury News: MAB Meeting Jan 18th Town Hall 07:00

                      MEP:  Poster regarding contact with LD MEP.  Tel: 01458 252265   info@grahamwatsonmep.org 
     MACH:  Malmesbury Community Area Hub newsletter.  1st issue 

     MAB/MVCAP: Moving Forward: Enhancing Malmesbury and the surrounding villages.  Meeting on Feb 21st 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. Malmesbury Secondary School. Invitation to Chairman
     WC:  New issue Electoral Roll Full Register 2011 – 2012.  
     WC:  The Localism Bill 2011 – New Standards Regime.  Being drafted by Wiltshire Council and will fulfil the statutory requirements.  It will be recommended to full Council on 28th February 2012.  Main provisions will come into force on July 1st 2012.  Parishes are deemed to have satisfied this requirement if they adopt the code of their principal authority.

Came & Co.  Parish Council Insurance specialists offering better cover and better premium than   current insurers.     Need to seek up-to-date quote in April/May 2012.

      WC:   Precept Level returnable by 20th January 2012 for 2012/2013.

      NALC:  Policy Briefing – Localism Act.

      WALC:  December 2011 Newsletter.  A planning event for all Councillors and members of the public.  No costs are involved. Feb 21st 5:30 - 8:45 p.m; Clerk’s Training Day Feb 24th 9:30 – 4:30 - £60:00 + VAT for Clerks; HMRC Training Day April 25th 11:00 – 1:00 P.M. End of Year reporting  £25:00 + VAT. Consultation on Council Tax changes; Localism Bill granted Royal Assent; 2011 Model Contract;  LA Cemetery and Crematoria Memorials & VAT; DEFRA launches new rural community broadband fund; Broadband through mobile phone coverage  Excessive rises in Council Tax and application of a local reference.

SLCC:  Regional Conference Oxford:   March 7th 2012 at Oxford Centre.   £65:00 +    VAT.   50% Bursary may be available.  

Members approved the attendance of the Clerk at the Clerk’s Training Day on Feb 24th, the HMRC Training Day April 25th and the SLCC Regional Conference on March 7thin Oxford Centre, Oxford. 
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  008/11: Community Police Report: PC Steve Humphries’s report was read by the Clerk.
             “A local resident has complained re parking around the school by parents despite my plea for consideration for others by drivers in my article in the Signpost back in September. I am happy to include addressing this matter as part of my current priority to address unsafe traffic issues.    I have previously contacted the Head Teacher who is fully supportive of any Police action.  Having monitored the situation I can say that the problem is by no means constant and ranges from near gridlock to free flowing traffic both on a day to day basis and almost minute by minute depending on several factors but predominantly volume of traffic trying to use the road outside the school. 

                There are 2 areas which we might have a chance of alleviating the situation. 

                The first is an earth bank between the school wall and road on the bend.  Parents in 4x4’s think nothing of driving partly onto the grass to park (churning it into mud).  I will be recommending the school approaches Lea PC regarding getting wooden posts put into to stop this.  A similar scheme has been successfully achieved at Walter Powell School last year on a nearby grass verge.  
The second is more ambitious, the school/yourselves approached local landowners to see if they are willing for parents to park on their land.  I had a chat with Paul Fuller a few days ago and he mentioned the previous negotiations with Roger Baker concerning parking behind the school a couple of years ago.  I understand from Paul the idea folded as WCC wanted to encourage walking rather than driving which is a great idea but is never going to work.
I have since spoken to Roger Baker who to be honest seemed a bit disheartened at the failure of the last proposal.  I have the feeling he would need a lot of persuading to participate again and at the very least needs to see a solid proposal of how it would work. He did query whether the land owned by Mr Newman opposite the school could be utilised instead.  I have not spoken to Mr Newman at all about this suggestion as it’s not really an issue that Police alone can drive forward.

Finally, I will be reporting to the school within the next couple of weeks and welcome any feedback that I can carry with me from members of the council.”     

                  Cllr Sturgis drew attention to the need for any marker posts to be a metre in from the road. 
                The plot of land opposite would require children to cross the road in the face of moving traffic.  The Clerk outlined a development idea put forward to him by Mr Trevor Baker; this would require using land outside the Framework Boundary line and require Change of Use.  The LPA would not probably allow this course of action.  Police contact: Malmesbury Police station (101 X 734819) or at our email address malmesburynpt@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk   
                PC Humphries report was accepted.
             b) Speed indicator devices (SID):  These had been fitted in various locations around the area; they flashed the speed of passing traffic but held no data.  Members were not keen to consider “Community Speed Watch”; it required volunteer staffing of at least a group of 12 persons.  The Scheme however had been a success in other villages.  RESOLVED that no action to be taken.

      009/12: Planning Matters:

     a) Minutes: The Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on December 8th 2011.   (Folio: 788/789); having circulated were taken as read and signed as a correct record.  The Chairman signed the minutes.  

             b) Planning applications for consideration and comment: 
i) 11/03749/FUL – Cedar House, Riverside Business Village, Swindon Road,    Malmesbury SN16 9RS – Pedestrian Bridge from Car Park to Place of Work. St Paul WO/Lea & Cleverton PC’s involved.  Members considered the matter and RESOLVED to offer no adverse comments.   Policy C3.   

    i) 11/03941/FUL – Redcroft, Swindon Road, Lea. SN16 9ND

    Two storey extension and detached garage with studio over.  Resubmission of    09/00113/FUL.  Due to inability to secure extension for our response Chairman and Clerk had submitted comments based on previous consent granted in respect of 09/00113/FUL. A studio had been added as had a detached garage.   Members discussed and approved action taken.  Proposal must be compliant with C3 and H8 of the NW Local Plan 2011.
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    Cllr Crockett having declared an interest in the following item remained in the meeting but took no part in any discussions. 
    ii) 11/04010/TCA – Church Hayes, The Street/Creswell Lane, Lea. SN16 9PF

    Fell 25 Leylandii, 1 Dead Ash & 6 Dead Larches. .   Members recommended approval.   
       Cllrs Cull and Hills having declared an interest in the following item withdrew from the meeting.     Cllr Fuller in the chair at 19:55 hours 
       iii) 11/04104/FUL - 3 Manor View, Little Badminton Lane, Lea. SN16 9PD
     Extensions and alterations.  (Revision of N/10/02446/FUL.). Members reviewed the application; considered that with additional dedicated loft space and 4No roof lights and the intended usage.  Possible conflicts with Local plan 2011 H8 Para. ii)  Overshadowing; loss of privacy; oppression and harm to the amenities of the occupiers of adjacent properties.  Parking with additional rooms could be a problem with possible number of cars and limited area of cul de sac. RESOLVED that the Clerk should raise these matters with LPA.   
     Cllr Cull & Cllr Hills returned to the meeting and Cllr Cull resumed the chair at 20:00 hours 
     c)  Planning Applications – Consents granted. 

     i) 11/03307/FUL - Manor Farm, Cresswell Lane, Lea. SN16 9PE

Installation of roof mounted photovoltaic panels. Members offered no adverse comments   provided that the proposal was compliant with NW Plan 2011. Consent granted 14th December 2011.  The use of 15No solar panels on this existing agricultural building is considered to promote the use of renewable energy sources whilst at the same time the development would respect the local character and distinctiveness of the area.  In addition, the development would conserve the natural beauty of the area by the use of the dark frameless panels.  The proposal is in accordance with Policies C3 and NE4 of the NW Wilts Local Plan 2011. There are 3 major conditions applicable: 

1.  The development shall be discontinued and the profile metal sheet roof restored to its former condition on or before 15th December 2036. 

2. The Solar panels shall only be of the dark frameless type.

3. If the solar panel array ceases to be operational before the end of the 25 year feed-in-tariff period the apparatus and equipment including panels and cabling shall be removed from the agricultural building.

    ii)  11/03576/FUL – Pine Cottage, Swindon Road, Little Somerford. SN15 5BJ

                  Resubmission of 11/01536/FUL - Erection of new detached dwelling; garage block and    alterations to existing access.  Contains S 106 amount of £1,580:00 for use in open spaces. 

   Consent Granted 5th January 2012. The proposed replacement dwelling by reason of its nee, extant planning permission, scale, massing and siting is considered to be appropriate without harming highway safety or residential amenity in accord with Policies C3; NE15 and H4 of the NW Local Plan 2011.
        011/12:   Finance:

i)  Ground maintenance for the season 2012:  2 Tenders received:   A W Services at £2,775:00.  JD Estate & Garden Management at £2,055:00. References in respect of JD Estate & Garden Management had been explored and found to be well founded.  Resolved to accept JD Estate & Garden Management’s offer to include 5 cuts of the allotment headland. 

ii) Finance Report as circulated was noted and accepted. Accounts having been checked and approved; payment was authorised as follows: A W Services.  Final Payment £379:00. (Cheque No 000529 £379:00). Wessex Water – Allotments water £59:44 (Cheque No 000530 £59:44). Landcare Nursery – Scots Pine Tree £103:44 Inc VAT.  (Cheque No 000531 £103:44). The Post Office – PAYE £124:80.  (Cheque No 000532 £124:80). J Parmiter – Clerk’s salary £498:60 ¼ ended 31st Dec 2011. (Cheque No 000533 £498:60).WALC - HMRC Course Fee £30:00 Inc VAT.     (Cheque No 000534 £30:00). St Giles PCC Room Hire £10:00. Cheque No 000535 £10:00). J Parmiter – Expenses £213:98 Inc Vat £5.82. (Cheque No 000536 £213:98). 
Receipts: SLCC Course Fee Refund £78:00 Inc VAT.  Allotment Rentals to date £360:00.  

iii) Budget/Cash Statement: Statement as at date of meeting having been circulated to members was noted and accepted. 

iv) RBS Support Fee: The Clerk’s request for the sum of £104:00 +Vat pa in respect of support for RBS accounting package was approved.  To be paid upon receipt of Invoice.
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 v) Precept 2012/2013: Members considered the figures submitted in respect of costs for the year 2012/2013.   RESOLVED that the Precept for the year 2012/2013 should remain at £8,518:00.
  012/12: Wiltshire Council report:  Cllr Sturgis reported on various aspects including the Core Strategy which was being examined by the Cabinet; all small villages would lose their Framework Boundary Lines.  Thus Lea village would be designated as in open countryside.   Wiltshire Council where proposing to sell various properties including Urchfont Manor, Bradley Road, Trowbridge and Browfort in Devizes.   Devizes would have a Council presence in the form of premises within the High Street.  
  013/12:  Rights of Way:
a) General:  No comments.
b) Establishment of Right of Way: The Clerk informed Members that a Member of the public had taken steps direct with Wiltshire Council to establish a right of way, based on “Common Usage” of over 20 years across the land on the right hand side of Crabmill Lane after the five bar field gate.
c) Meeting with Mr Smith, Crabmill Farm: Due to the unavailability of Mr Smith before Christmas it had not been possible to arrange a further meeting regarding access.
d) Footpath 3:  Complaints had been received regarding the wiring up of the edge of the existing stile and the end of the hedge.  The wire had been put in place on instructions of the Landowner who had also complained of gates being left open.  This gate had subsequently been chained shut.  Dog walkers were not always clearing up behind their animals.  The wire by the stile had made access for dogs difficult; consequently the bottom section had been cut out to allow ease of access.  A suggestion from the Northern Area ROW Officer that a “Kissing gate” be installed was discussed, this would cost £120:00 payable by the Parish Council.  Clerk to explore further.    
014/12: External Meetings & Conferences:
a) Dev Con Meetings – No attendance
b) MAB Meeting: In addition to the general reports from the partner groups there was a “Workshop” on the subject o improving the Area Board. The results are being studied and will be commented on in the future. An award of £4653 was made to the Lea Community Group for the purchase of equipment for the Lea Playing Field. 
  HMRC – PAYE Seminar - Useful meeting on background of change and procedures.  Seminar was  addressed by   a member of the HMRC Team.  Devizes 23rd November 2011. 
015/12:  Jubilee Playing Field:
a) Ground Maintenance Contract 2012: The Contract in respect of the ground maintenance for 2012 having been prepared was approved, 2 copies were signed by two Members, witnessed by the Clerk.  Both to be forwarded to the successful Contractor for completion and one to be returned. 
 b) Land Registry:  Now completed.  Original Deed of Registration held by Thrings of Swindon. 

 c)  Meeting of JPFJMC: RESOLVED to call a meeting of this Committee to discuss siting of Celia’s House.  Some Members felt that we should utilise the Boules Court area for this range of equipment, as the court was little used.   The Eibe Regional Manager was due to have a meeting with Cllr Cull within the next few days.
d) Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field Scheme –  Cllr Cull advised Members that in the light of the letter from Hedley’s and the wording of the Deed of Transfer of the Land in 1977 to the Parish Council that we should proceed with the joining the Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field Scheme.  RESOLVED that this action should be taken.
016/12: Highway Matters: The Clerk informed the Members that the newly formed Highways Street Scene Team would be in the Parish week commencing January 16th.   A Schedule of Works had been prepared and forwarded to the Northern Area Office.
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017/12:  Lea Allotments:
a) General Matters:  Representations had been received by the Chairman from 2 plot holders about the revised charges for 2012. This had been dealt with.  Several new plot holders had expressed the view that the plots were good value.  Cllr Fuller had removed the offending branches adjacent to Plot 2.  The Tenant of Plot 1 had been given a deadline to bring the Plot up to standard in accordance the terms of the lease.  

b) Rentals: The rents for 17 of the 21 plots had been received.    Plots not paid for in the near future would be re-allocated.  One person remains on the waiting list.
018/12: Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Dates:

a) Annual Parish Meeting: RESOLVED that this meeting be held on Tuesday May 15th to be preceded by the Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Committee.  Clerk to advise Hon. Secretary of Village Hall Committee. 
b) Annual Meeting of Parish Council: Following the decision setting the date of the Annual Parish Meeting it was RESOLVED that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council should be held on Tuesday May 29th 2012.

019/12: Village Hall Report: Cllr Fuller reported that all was going well with the village hall. The next project will be to replace the existing wall covering – quotations are being sought.  Finances were in a reasonably good shape.   Cllr Fuller was thanked for his report.

020/12: Best Kept Village Competition: RESOLVED that if invited we should enter the “Winner of Winners” Competition this year.

021/12: Neighbourhood Watch:  Following Cllr Porter’s resignation from the Parish Council, he has been asked to carry on as with the role of Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator as it is a largely e-mailed based activity.  He could from time to time produce a report for the Parish Clerk to bring to the Parish Council Meeting.    
022/12: Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Celebrations:

           Cllr Fuller explained that the preparations for the Jubilee celebrations were progressing well.  In his absence during the next three months Fred Salter would assume the role of Chairman of the organising body.  There will be a”Family Day” at the playing field and an evening event at Winkworth Farm.  

023/12: Information Items:

a)  Parish Plan: The Chairman advised that he was considering this topic.

b)  Community Emergency Volunteer:  Mrs F Parsons had agreed to assume this role.   
c) Localism Bill: Wiltshire Council were progressing this matter out of which would come the new Code of Conduct.   Parish Council’s would be required to adopt this code, unless they prepared their own Code which would need approval.  
            024/12: Meeting dates for 2012: RESOLVED that the following dates of PC Meetings for 2012.  would be as follows: January 17th; March 20th; May 15th & May 29th; July 17th; September 18th; November 20th.  The December Meeting is optional on Tuesday 18th.
                   The Clerk would circulate the above dates by e-mail to all interested parties.
    025/12: Date of next meeting: RESOLVED that the next meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council be held on Tuesday March 20th 2012 in Lea Village Hall.   Commencing at 19:30 hours.                  
             The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the proceedings at 20:55 hours

           Signed:                                                         Date:
